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WORD’S OF INSTITUTION 

 
DISTRIBUTION 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

 
BENEDICTION 
  
CLOSING HYMN   

              "All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night"         LSB 883 
  
POSTLUDE   
 
 
 

 
 

 
December 31, 2020 

 
Technically speaking, New Year's Eve is not a "Church" holiday.       

Yet on this day, we cannot help but look back on the blessings and 
struggles in the past twelve months and realize the strength the Lord 

has provided in dealing with the challenges and joys of life in that same 
period.  We also are moved to look forward, wondering what God has 
in store for us during the next year.  Moses reminds us in the psalm for 
this occasion that as the generations roll on year by year, we dwell in 
the hands of God, who loves us and promises to care for us-as He did 

in the year drawing to close, so will He in the year about to begin. 
 

Pre-Service Music   
 

HYMN              “Our God, Our Help in Ages Past”               LSB 733 
 

INVOCATION AND OPENING VERSICLES 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy             
          Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 
Pastor: Lord, you have been our dwelling place 
People: in all generations. 
 
Pastor: So teach us to number our days. 
People: Satisfy us in the morning with Your steadfast love. 
 
Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
People: who made heaven and earth. Psalm 90:1, 12a, 14a; 124:8 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Pastor: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love You and worthily magnify Your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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People: Amen. 
 
Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 

is not in us.  But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and 
just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 1 John 1:8-9 

 

(There is silence to call to mind your sins.) 

Pastor: Most merciful God, 
People: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free                 
             ourselves.  We have sinned against You in thought, word,        
             and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left  
             undone.  We have not loved You with our whole heart; we  
             have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake  
             of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us,  
             renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will  
             and walk in Your ways, to the glory of Your holy name.   
             Amen. 
 
Pastor: Upon this, your confession, as a called and ordained servant of 

the Word, I announce the grace of God to all of you.  In the 
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive 
you all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the + Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

INTROIT 

Pastor: You, O Lord, keep my lamp burning; 
         My God turns my darkness into light. 
People: The Lord is my light and my salvation ---  

Whom shall I fear?  
Pastor: For with you is the fountain of life;  
  In your lights we see light. 
People: For You have delivered me from death and my feet from  
              stumbling. 
  That I may walk before God in the light of life. 
Pastor: Your word in a lamp to my feet and a light for my path. 
People: The unfolding of your words gives light;  
  It gives understanding to the simple. 

Psalm 4:6, 18:28, 27:1, 36:9, 119:105, 130 

 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Let us pray. 
O Lord our God, the same yesterday, today, and forever.  We 
change but You never change.  We go away into sin and afflict 
You, but You have patience with us and forgive us when we 
repent and turn unto You.  May we not trifle with Your 
goodness.  As we look back over this closing year we see our 
many sins and follies, and our many mistakes.  Forgive us, O 
Lord, all the sins we have committed, and help us in the 
coming year to live better lives, and to walk more closely with 
You.  Give us a clean record with which to begin the New Year 
that we may strive to live it better than the year now passing, all 
for the honor of our blessed Lord.  Amen. 

People: Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT  Isaiah 30:15-17  
(God urges us to find our strength in a quiet trust in Him.) 

 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

EPISTLE Romans 8:31b-39  

(Nothing can separate us from the love of God in Jesus Christ.) 
 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 12:22-34  
(Fear not, the Lord is with us.) 

 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

SERMON                   
 

HYMN                         "Joy to the World "                        LSB 387 
 

OFFERING  
 
PRAYERS 


